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MINUTES OF THE PORTHCURNO RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION MEETING 
Thursday 5 July 2018, 7:30pm, Clore Learning Space, Porthcurno Telegraph Museum 

 
 Committee members in attendance: Sue Wear, Chair, (SW), Louise Court, Secretary (LC), Miranda 
Penhaligon, Membership Secretary (MP) 

 
1.  Welcome and introductions 

 Residents introduced themselves and were welcomed. 
 
2.  Apologies for absence and confirmation of quorate 

 There were apologies from 12 members and from invited external representatives Zoe 
Curnow (Minack), Simon Hocking (National Trust) and Helen Hawkins (District Councillor). 
Meeting was quorate as 14 members were in attendance. 

 SW informed the meeting that Andrew Tait had sadly decided he could no longer be 
Treasurer so we now had a vacancy for this role. SW said it was not a very onerous one and 
anyone interested should contact her or LC. 

 
3. Agreement of minutes from April 2018 meeting - Agreed with some minor amendments 

emailed prior to meeting. 
 
4.  Matters arising 
 Defibrillator training for residents – still to arrange. Action: LC/Committee 
 Committee role descriptions – LC still to send to members after new Committee member 

have made comments 
 Vodafone – LC awaiting response from Vodafone about discount. Suggestion that we ask 

Museum if they would be able to approach other companies who might be able to use one of 
their masts? 

 Neighbourhood Development Plan – Following two public meetings where support had been 
forthcoming for a plan, St Levan Parish Council (PC) have submitted a designation request. 
There will be another open meeting soon for anyone interested further or wishing to help 
with the formation of the Steering Group. 

 
5. GDPR: PKRA privacy statement – a draft had been sent to members in May, no comments 

had been received. Statement was agreed for use. 
 

6.  Updates from external organisations and partners  
 

6.1 Minack Theatre - There was no report from the Minack other than to note that visitor (day 
and performance) numbers were slightly down on last year so far, but not so significantly 
that residents would notice any difference in traffic.  

 
6.2   National Trust  
  LC read out a report from Simon Hocking with the following updates: 
 NT footpaths have been cut for the first round with a second round of cuts programmed for 

August.  
 New combined signage is on order for the beach entrances and will be installed on delivery 
 The chains are to be left off the beach access steps at present and the drop will be monitored 

and signed from the top.  
 Locally reported loose cliff rocks have been investigated and found to be safe in this location 

but the message NT is still trying to get across is for the public not to sit directly beneath the 
cliffs as they are fragile in places and continue to drop materials regularly.  

 The vandalised “dogs on leads” sign at Pedn Vounder will be replaced in the next week. LC 
confirmed this had been done. 
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 SH also extended his thanks to locals and also the Minack who have been helping to keep the 
beach clean doing their own litter picks. 

 
 LC said she had asked SH for an update on the clearance of the area to create a sensory 

garden that has, as previously reported, not had a very positive response from PKRA 
members due to the removal of the existing plants. He had replied that there was no further 
update, but if any residents have any actual concerns that they would like to raise with the 
proposal then they can contact him directly to discuss these concerns. He felt personally 
there was very little reason to object to a wildlife friendly, sensory garden but would really 
like to hear from anyone who has reason to object so he can consider their specific reasons 
for objecting to the proposal. He is also happy to hear from anyone who has questions or 
comments on the “dogs on lead” sign on the path down to Pedn Vounder. (NB. Simon 
Hocking can be contacted at simon.hocking@nationaltrust.org.uk) 

 
 A query was raised about the state of the first part of the footpath the leads to Pedn 

Vounder (turning right off the coast path from Portchurno), which did not seem to have been 
cut back. LC would follow up. Action: LC 

 
6.3 Telegraph Museum 

Julia Twomlow, the new Museum Director, introduced herself and gave a brief overview of 
her background and career to date. She also updated the meeting on her desire to integrate 
the Museum and the beach car parks into one, and she now has support from the Museum 
Board to initiate discussions with Cornwall Council on the possibility of the Museum taking 
over responsibility for it. This would potentially allow the Museum to develop the old toilet 
block (e.g. for disabled toilets, defibrillator, visitor info centre or other use) and introduce a 
parking levy which could be ploughed back into say, the upkeep of the toilets. Attendees 
thanked Julia for coming, for such a positive report, and offered her their support if needed. 
 

7. Social events 
 
 MP reported on a very enjoyable “Lesser Known Footpaths” walk in June, attended by six 

members, and was thanked for organising it. LC announced that the next event would be a 
tour of St Levan church graveyard on Thurs 16 August at 3pm, led by resident Chris Wiblin, 
followed by a cream tea. She and SW reminded residents that it would be the 10th 
anniversary of the PKRA in the autumn and welcomed suggestions. These had included either 
a bring-your-own picnic or a quiz evening. Attendees welcomed both ideas. SW said a date 
would be confirmed soon. 

 
8.  Coastal Community Team (CCT) 
 
8.1 SW, PKRA rep on the CCT, reported on the most recent CCT meeting. The TRO application 

outcome (which includes the extension of the double yellow lines) is still not known. The CCT 
is also waiting for response from the Council on whether VAT is payable on the costs of the 
work. Regardless of the outcome of this, the CCT will be looking to secure the services of a 
fundraiser to raise more funds as the original funding has now been spent. Frustration was 
again expressed by some members about the perceived lack of progress and many felt that 
very little has changed on the issues affecting residents. It was recognised that the CCT 
members all had day jobs, and James Hardy especially has a very heavy workload, but it was 
understood that he now had funding for some additional staffing resources which might 
help.  
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8.2 It was asked if the Porthcurno CCT could learn from other CCTs. John Wheeler, CCT chair, 
reported that James Hardy hoped to set up networking meetings between CCTs so this could 
happen.  

 
8.3 SW reported that the CCT had now prioritised a Park and Ride scheme, but it was accepted 

that this might not be everyone’s view, and she said it was important the views of residents 
were taken into account and fed back to the CCT.  

 
8.4 Attendees discussed some of the options on the CCT action plan, including the likelihood of, 

and support for, a park and ride scheme, the likely opposition to any new road building from 
some residents, and also gave examples of recent incidents and traffic congestion. One 
resident suggested that we or the CCT contact the Traffic Management Officer (or similar) 
from the police and seek their support. Action: SW 

 Another suggested it was likely that new houses would be built which would result in a 
proposal to build new link road.  Other residents explained why some people would be 
totally opposed to this, regardless of what route or direction it took, both of which were 
discussed. It was reported that the Minack are still moving ahead with the implementation of 
their Traffic Management Plan which should alleviate some problems. 

  
8.5 It was noted that filming of “Poldark” was returning in the autumn and in the last week of 

September was using the Porthcurno car park. 
 
8.6 There was a break for tea/coffee during which attendees were given a summary of the main 

actions from the CCT relating to traffic and community and asked to rank them in order of 
what they felt should be a priority, in order to give a broad steer from the PKRA to CCT. 
Members who were unable to attend the meeting would be sent the list and asked for their 
views. Action: LC 
 

9. Any other business – Sue reported from last PC meeting where she had asked whether larger 
litter bins could be provided near the beach entrance. She also said that the PC members did 
a lot of work that went largely unrecognised in relation to the toilets and this should be 
recognised by residents. Attendees agreed, and thanks were recorded to the PC for this. 

10. Dates of next meetings – Confirmed as Wednesday 10 October 2018 (ordinary meeting) and 
Tues 27 November 2018 (AGM) 

  Meeting closed at 9.15pm 


