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1. MINUTES OF THE PORTHCURNO RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION  MEETING 
Friday 25 September 2015, 7:30pm, Clore Learning Centre, Porthcurno Telegraph Museum  Invited Attendees: Rowena Swallow (Porthcurno Telegraph Museum) and Zoe Curnow (Minack Theatre).   Cllr. Maddern, James Hardy (Cornwall Council), Andrea Semmens (Chair, Parish Council) and Lindsay Butterfield (National Trust representative) were unable to attend.  Committee members present: Louise Court (Chair for the meeting), John Wheeler (Secretary), , Sue Wear (Treasurer) and Miranda Penhaligon (Membership Secretary and note-taker for this meeting). Peter Ryder was unable to attend due to family illness and gave his apologies.  1.  Welcome and Introductions 1.1 Louise Court (LC) welcomed everyone to the meeting and thanked Rowena Swallow for allowing the PKRA to use the museum building.    2. Apologies for Absence 2.1 There were 20 apologies for absence.   3. Minutes of the last meeting, 05 June 2015 3.1 The minutes were accepted.  4. Matters arising from the minutes  4.1 The new stand of Japanese knotweed (opposite No.4 The Valley) does not seem to have been treated by the council, and it was acknowledged that treatment usually is done in September. John Wheeler (JW) will ensure that Lindsey Butterfield has informed the council. Action: JW  4.2 Anne Curnow had offered to give defibrillator training to interested PKRA members in the autumn.  Zoe Curnow (ZC) agreed to ask Anne for possible dates for this. Action: ZC  5 Reports  5.1 Coastal Community Team (CCT).  JW updated everyone on this.  Members of the CCT representing Porthcurno residents, Parish and County Council and the two major Porthcurno businesses are:  John Wheeler (Chair), Andrea Semmens (PC), James Hardy (CC), Zoe Curnow (Minack) and Rowena Swallow (Telegraph Museum). JW had sent PKRA members a summary of the CCT activities, grant submissions and draft Terms of Reference prior to our meeting (e-mail sent dated 25 Sept 2015,). JW requested that PK residents give suggestions for the Economic Plan and any comments on the draft Terms of Reference to him prior to the next CCT meeting on 09 October. Action: All   
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5.2 RS and JW confirmed that £10,000 had already been secured, but that the CCT had bid for a further £50k. In response to a question, RS said that the headings and amounts in the grant bid were broad and there could be some flexibility in how the money, should we be successful, would be allocated.  A number of questions were raised in relation to the bid:  
 Definition of “Valley Trails” - concern was raised that if these were not sensitively planned/constructed, we could be in danger of “killing the goose that laid the golden egg”.  It was felt that a new footpath down the Valley to take pedestrians away from the road was preferable to another footpath elsewhere when there were already plenty. Or, rather to bring existing footpaths and the heritage of the area together as suggested by the “Passport to Porthcurno” proposal in the grant application. It was also suggested that current footpaths could be cut twice a year (as they used to be) rather than once and that certain stiles needed attention. 
 Section on ‘Landscape and Infrastructure’ (please refer to grant application sent to members by e-mail 21 September) – this includes the traffic management plan that the PKRA submitted to the CC last year.  This plan is still under consideration by the CC.  It was agreed that a consultation meeting with residents should be held between 10 October (when result of grant application to the Coastal Fund should be known) and 21 October (late October meeting date of the CCT).  It was recognised that people’s views must be gathered ASAP to ensure that the Economic Plan can be produced for the deadline in January 2016.  Consultation tenders will go out for production of the Economic Plan. Action: JW to arrange meeting   5.2 Parish Council.  The PC was not represented. Miranda Penhaligon (MP) who attended the meeting gave an update. The meeting had discussed the Coastal Community Fund and Team, toilets (current arrangements working well), the visit by the Duke of Wessex to the Museum and also Minack on 18 September, and the local filming of Poldark.  5.3 Minack Theatre – Zoe Curnow said the theatre is doing well to date this year with just under ¼ million visitors, although performance figures were slightly down due to the weather and programming.  In addition, the theatre continues to have very successful educational workshops for school children.  A pop-up catering facility has been trialled this year (Katy’s Cornish Hotpot) and proved popular.   The top part of the new footpath linking Minack to the valley car park has now been cut.  Zoe explained why the bottom part of the footpath was being re-directed from the route initially planned (consideration to private housing, a large badger sett and WWII building footings).  This footpath should open end March 2016.  The path will be wide enough for 2 people to pass comfortably (but not walk 2 abreast) and stepped sections will have handrails.   Zoe asked for suggestions for signage for when the theatre and car park were full (currently A-frame signs at top of the valley have been ignored by many visitors). She also sought views on proposed wording for a new sign further down the valley, 
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which residents did not object to in principle as all agreed that it was important to stop people going up Maunsells Hill when the theatre was already fully booked. However generally no one wanted to increase the number of signs in Porthcurno unless necessary.  A resident informed Zoe that there had been reports from a PKRA member of a) overnight camping on the Minack car park and b) joy riding during the night in the car park (one occasion). Zoe stated that Minack CCTV had not picked up anything and that her staff arrive about 6:30am and do have to occasionally ask campers to move on.  She requested that any problems come directly to her ASAP, so they can be attended to in a timely manner.  5.4 Telegraph Museum – Rowena Swallow (RS).  The Museum was having a better year this season compared to last, possibly due to the poorer weather.  However visitor numbers were still less than those predicted.  She stated that the Museum recognised a need to diversify.  Advertising for the new Chief Executive will take place in the autumn.  Some essential maintenance was planned for the Cable Hut and the Museum roof. Members asked about the future of Mercury House.  RS reported that this is still under discussion and should be resolved by the New Year.   5.5 Police Report – no representative.  JW will follow up for a report. Action: JW  5.6 National Trust - no representative.  JW reported that the NT had an interesting ‘bell casting’ on PK beach on Wednesday evening (23Sep). Only about 25 people attended this event (of which JW though he was the only resident there) as there had been no obvious publicity, which residents thought was a shame and said they would have liked to have gone. The bell is to be displayed in a NT installation at Somerset House in London.  6 Social Events  6.1 Huw Marshall invites members to a Ceilidh at the Cable Station on the evening of Saturday 14th November.    6.2 LC suggested a “Safari Supper”. A number of people volunteered to host a course at their house.  No dates yet but Louise asked members to contact her if interested.  Action: All  7. AOB  7.1 Hedge cutting: A member reiterated the problem of some valley residents letting their hedges overhang the double yellow lines by 2 – 3 feet, thereby effectively narrowing further the already narrow road.  MP stated that this had been brought up at the recent PC meeting and the PC said they would contact those residents and ensure they were aware of the issue and would cut back or pay the council if the council has to cut. Action: Residents and PK Trust as required 
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 7.2 Footpath Closure: There was also an issue with the public footpaths around Penberth being closed during Poldark filming and the rather officious behaviour of film security staff who seemed unaware of the law around public footpaths in the UK.  It was recognised that closure may be needed during filming, but not otherwise.  JW to raise with the PC and/or NT as appropriate. Action: JW  7.3 Bus stop shelter: A member brought up the issue of lack of bus shelter at the Museum turn.  Land is owned by the Museum but LC suggested she write to the bus company in the first instance on behalf of residents and let the Committee know the outcome. The resident agreed to do this.  8        Next Meeting Dates and Venues The AGM will be 27th November at 7:30 pm at the Minack Theatre and will include a social with buffet.  There will be a charge for the buffet (similar to 2015, amount to be advised later). JW requested that members let him know they can come to this, so that he can ensure Minack have the correct numbers to plan catering.  Action: All   


