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Porthcurno Residents’ Association 

Minutes of meeting held on 3rd November 2016 at the Clore Learning Centre, Telegraph Museum 

at 7.30pm 

 

1. Welcome & Introductions – Peter Ryder (Chair), John Wheeler, (Secretary) Linda Rudge 

(introduced as committee co-opted note-taker), Louise Court (Vice Chair) Miranda 

Penhaligon (Membership Secretary), Sue Wear (Treasurer) and 22 members were present.  

A clip board was circulated for signature/emails. The chairman expressed thanks for use of 

the Clore Centre and to Mary Hocking for opening up the building. 

 

2. Apologies for absence were received from – Simon Hocking (National Trust) Ash Pearson 

(National Trust), Tim Cooke (CEO Telegraph Museum), Councillor Bill Maddern and James 

Hardy (Cornwall County Council). 8 other apologies had been received. .  3 other verbal 

apologies were given from the floor.  

 

3. Minutes of the previous meeting had been distributed on 4th July and published on the 

website since late July. These were agreed as an accurate record by those present and 

signed by the Chair accordingly. 

 

4. Matters arising  

 Neighbourhood Plan -  the outcome of an action taken by James Hardy (Neighbourhood 

Plan) will be discussed at the Parish Council meeting on 14th November.  

 Defibrillator Training - It was confirmed that an offer from Anne Curnow to run a session on 

the use of a defibrillator remained extant. It was suggested that AC and JW should liaise over 

date and time and advertise the session. Action – JW. 

 

5. Correspondence – an anonymous letter had been received by the Chair and the Secretary. In 

the absence of identification of the author, the letter was not read. The chairman confirmed 

that written representations were welcome but authors should identify themselves. 

 

6. Reports – representatives from local organisations were welcomed:  

 

 Parish Council report from the Chair, Andrea Simmons, and subsequent discussion: 

 Affordable Housing – A recent presentation from Andrew George, former MP (now Cornwall 

Community Land Trust) led to information about an application for affordable housing. A 

housing needs survey is required to ascertain demand for housing in the parish. This will be 

done by CC and paid for by PC. The cost will be discussed at 14th November Parish Council 

meeting but expected to be around £1500.  There was a discussion about housing needs in 

the area which concluded that an accurate assessment would be difficult to make. The 

entrance to the proposed new development would be on The Valley, into the field on the 

left, heading north, just before the turning onto the B3315. CCLT approached the PC – the 

demand does not seem to be coming from local people.  

 

Neighbourhood Plan  -  It is important that a Neighbourhood Plan be completed. – A grant 

towards costs may be available from the County Council.  Some of CCT’s Surveys information 

for Porthcurno could be used. The Plan must be verified through a referendum or parish poll.  
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 - The PC’s activity with the Porthcurno Coastal Community Team will be mentioned under a 

later item. 

Trethewey Chapel – The Grade *2 listed chapel sold today at auction for£29K. The cr park 

and memorial area belongs to the Methodist Church not the building. This was covenanted 

to the parish council historically for children’s recreational use and for use of the people of 

the parish. It is hoped it will be returned by the Methodist Church to the Parish. 

Toilets  - Toilets in Porthcurno car park–the gates have been problematic but no other 

operational issues. 

Land half way up the Valley - owned by the PC has been roped off for several months by the 

PC to show ownership (next door to an area with a planning application). The PC is asking for 

ideas for use beneficial to the parish from residents. Resulting suggestions from those 

present included (a) car parking to alleviate parking on the road and (b) a wild garden or 

similar; the latter was preferred. 

Phone boxes – BT wanted to remove both of them in the Parish – PC preference was to keep 

the one in Porthcurno (which had 279 calls last year) at least until mobile coverage was 

improved; but remove the one in Trethewey (unused).  

Vodafone mast - plans passed – on museum land between Clore Building and beach in the 

wooded area. Trial mast for the moment; coverage on the coastal path and beaches 

unknown. Benefits limited to Vodafone users only at present  

 

Minack report from the manager, Zoe Curnow, and subsequent discussion.  Some items in 

the report are subject to ratification by the theatre’s Trustees.   

 - The 2017 season will be the same shape as 2016. Two shows at Easter – Tuesday to 

Saturday (affects traffic flow). Tying in local history and museum with ‘Goodbye Mister Tom’.  

There will be a Dame Vera Lynn centenary concert in partnership with British Theatre 

Academy. 

 -  1000 local children have taken part in this year’s workshops – led to higher employment 

for local practitioners. Also partnerships with HfC and Plymouth theatre. 

 -  Kneehigh are returning to perform next year. Centre School of Speech and Drama are not 

coming next year which leaves space for two shows from Illyria. 

 No group bookings (coaches) are being accepted on Bank Holiday weekends in 2017, and 

the theatre management team is piloting spacing out all group bookings to visit the theatre, 

in particular to avoid coaches in the Valley travelling in opposing directions. Coach parking is 

also being discussed with CC.  ZC clarified that Hydrock consultancy is doing BOTH traffic 

management plans for the CCT and the  Minack requirements to avoid potential  duplication 

and conflicts with the CCT project which is a concern for residents. ZC said the Minack report 

and recommendations must be approved by the theatre Trustees and the work being done 

will be paid for by the Minack. PR said it was disappointing these arrangements were not 

mentioned by CCT consultants on 20th as it would have clarified things JW clarified that CCT 

did not employ Hydrock directly – the other consultant subcontracted them for CCT work. ZC 

said she and the Trustees were fully aware of all residents’ concerns and that she was doing 

her best to address them. 

(NB Coaches are told not to use the St Buryan road – please let the Minack know of any that 

do so they can take the matter up with them 
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 Everyone was encouraged to respond to the CCT before next week’s CCT committee 

meeting (8th November). The meeting is to enable the team to discuss report/proposals so 

far and other responses from the public. Some scepticism about the value of consultants and 

their reports/recommendations so far, was expressed from the floor.  

7. CCT  

 

 Comments were invited from all on the presentation from the consultants the previous 

week at the open CCT meeting.  

 

 The PKRA Chair (PR) commented on the lack of infrastructure investment that had been 

made in and around Porthcurno compared to other areas of Cornwall especially the Eden 

Project. Discussion then centred on the responsibility of and need to lobby Cornwall Council. 

Residents were reminded that 3 years ago the PKRA lobbied the Council with their own 

report – which concentrated on traffic management problems not solutions in the hope that 

appropriate experts would be engaged to optimise the latter. The PKRA was encouraged to 

seek funding from the CC, which was neither provided nor rejected. Subsequently the 

Council had encouraged and supported pursuit of the CCT route with PKRA and other 

partners to obtain government grants for improvements.  

 

 The Chair believed we should make the most we can of the initiative that is running now, 

and focus on making sure that any consultants reports take account of our views. It was 

generally agreed that the 20th October presentation and the general analysis by the 

consultants was weak and lacked substance. The Chair thought that the strategy of 

identifying and dealing with ‘pinch points’ was helpful however. He thought there was more 

to do to pursue this strategy through and beyond the Valley and by tapping into available 

knowledge, particularly from residents, whose views were only just being properly 

canvassed. A resident questioned whether the remit set by the CCT to consultants was tight 

enough.  

 

 There was general support for the PKRA Chair’s comments about aiming for minor 

incremental advantages to come out of the CCT process. Some residents expressed concern 

about the Minack’s separate traffic report, especially as it is being carried out by the same 

firm. Various questions were raised. ZC said the Minack was listening to representations, and 

emphasised that the theatre takes traffic management very seriously.  A resident asked if 

local people will contribute to the Minack traffic plan. Interventions from the floor included 

a suggestion that the Minack should provide a guide to explain best practice in dealing with 

the roads which give access to the Minack, e.g. so that Maunsell’s hill was not a complete 

surprise to first time visitors. Another resident expressed concern that the rights of residents 

to travel to and from their properties were not being respected. He also pointed out that it 

was ridiculous that visitors unable to enter the Theatre and its car park were being directed 

down to St Levan church to turn around, as had happened to them on one occasion. Such 

problems should be solved within the Theatre grounds or expansion car park. Another 

suggested a convoy system from the T junction (top of the valley). 

 

 Response from the Chair of the CCT (JW) – JW said the CCT committee is meeting next week, 

without the Consultants, to discuss the reports and strengthen the consultancy process. he 

ongoing illness of the local councillor and also the recent illness of the local council 
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representative – with no replacements possible - have understandably delayed some 

actions, however JW  emphasised that we are all in this together to do the best for 

Porthcurno.  

 

 The CCT is trying to develop small scale activities to have a positive impact for residents and 

visitors.  In the meantime, voluntary activity such as hedge cutting also helps.  The PKRA 

Chair thanked  one resident who had unilaterally widened the road by digging out 

encroaching material, and another resident thanked those who had cut down bushes to 

increase visibility for traffic.   It was pointed out that the Minack was willing to assist in this 

type of work but could not do so without landowner permission.  

 

8. AGM – Thursday 12th January 2017 – venue tbc 

 The Constitution will be reviewed before then and there will be the election of officers and 

formalising of co-options or any other new member.  There will be a social event afterwards. 

 

9. AOB – thanks to partners/businesses attending and the Chair of PC. 

 

10. Next ordinary meeting – 12th April 2017 venue and time to be advised 

 

 

 


