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Porthcurno Residents' Association 
 

Draft Minutes of the Meeting on April 12th 2017 
 

 

1. Welcome and apologies – the Vice-Chair (Louise Court, LC) welcomed everyone 

including guest speakers from CCT partner organisations, and Peter Ryder 

(Chair) who had not expected to be present. LC thanked the museum for 

providing the venue, and welcomed Tim Cooke (TC, Director).   Apologies were 

received from committee members – Miranda Penhaligon (MP), John Wheeler 

(JW), and Susan Wear (SW).  Four apologies from residents had been received.  

Partner organisations offering apologies were the Parish Council (verbal report 

provided by PKRA Chair – below), the Minack Theatre (written report provided), 

and Cornwall Council (no report from Councillor Bill Maddern but written 

apologies received).   

 

2. Minutes of last meeting (9 Feb 2017) – proposed as an accurate record by 

Andrew Tait and seconded by Peter Ryder. No amendments. 

 

3. Matters arising from the meeting of November 2016 (deferred from 9th 

February) – the defibrillator training, in partnership with the Minack would be 

pursued as an action point (LC).  Since November, a well- attended session of 

local training at St Levan school had been attended by several residents and 

commended as worthwhile and interesting. Defibrillators are held at the St 

Levan Sports Field, the Minack and the beach (Lifeguards) 

 

4. Coastal Community Team (CCT) report (summarised by LC as JW was unwell). 

The planned meeting of the CCT had been deferred until next week so there was 

little to feedback to residents. However, members of the CCT had met with Mike 

Peters (MP) from Cornwall Council Highways Dept for a walk round Porthcurno 

to discuss items on the CCT plan. MP was returning to the Council to cost items. It 

was noted though that white lines in the road through the valley are not feasible 

because of the road width. 

 

5. Reports from external groups or organisations: 

 i) Tim Cooke reported that the Telegraph Museum is now open all week, until 

 October 31st.  Improvements had been made to external decoration, and to the 

 grounds, through a substantial grant (DCMS Wolfson Improvement Fund). This 

 grant would also be used to enlarge the exhibition focused on the role of Cable 

 and Wireless during the Second World War, and the local history of Porthcurno.  

 The exhibitions on contemporary communications would also be expanded. 
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The Vodafone mast has been installed in the woodland near the Clore Building. It 

is a smaller design to blend in with the landscape. It should be ‘live’ within two 

weeks but only to Vodafone users to begin with (expansion would be a 

commercial decision) and only as a test (or pilot) project.  A web-link to a good 

article about the museum by the Guardian newspaper would be sent by TC to LR 

for circulation to residents (action, LR). 

In answer to a question from the Vice-Chair, the museum Director stated that 

there are no plans at the moment to sell Mercury House. However, the Trustees 

are considering the all the museum’s assets, including the PK sports field in 

relation to long-term sustainability/resilience.  One resident reminded the 

meeting that the YHA had been interested some time ago in setting up a hostel in 

Porthcurno.  This was noted with thanks by Tim Cooke.  Other suggestions were 

made about artists in residence events and sponsorship, which TC 

acknowledged. 

ii) The report from the Minack Theatre was read out by the Vice-Chair, was 

discussed at the meeting and would be attached to the minutes (action - LR).  . 

Thanks were recorded to Zoe Curnow for providing an interesting and 

informative report.  

Questions and comments to feed back to the theatre included:  the difficulty 

that had been observed of manoeuvring coaches through the First Bus stop in the 

car park (it was concluded that this might improve with practice before the 

height of the summer season); whether or not the £1 shuttle fare was subsidised 

by the theatre; whether or not the new proposed pedestrian route(s) would 

provide safe and accessible passageways; the risks to pedestrians higher up the 

valley e.g. on the way to the post box; the possibility of widening the road by 

removing the roadside stone wall in the Valley;  the proposed speed/vehicle 

check to take place on the hill shortly; the need for a ‘Give Way’ sign at the 

theatre exit/entrance; the possibility of the purchase of land near Cyan 

apartments to widen the road.  

One resident noted the useful colour coding in the Minack programme indicating 

performance times.  

The Association thanked the Minack for offering to circulate weekly performance 

times via the committee, but this offer was declined as this would in practice be 

difficult to send to residents every week.  However, the Minack website has all 

the information and a link on the PKRA website will be provided. 

iii) The National Trust (NT) representative (Simon Hocking, SH) reported that 

the grazing ponies are doing well in keeping vegetation down on the cliff path. 

There has been some tree removal and management (small sycamores) to help 

improve the mobile phone signal. Tree clearance will be replaced with mixed 
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woodland planting. Clematis and bramble removal over the winter has gone well, 

and wild flowers are returning to cleared areas. The Trust is actively monitoring 

and managing invasive species (crocosmia, knotweed etc.) in line with a national 

ten year plan to increase native plant diversity.  

Access to the beach was reported on and discussed with residents. SH said that 

in line with NT policy, no further steps will be added. The Trust has a policy of 

not ‘fighting’ erosion, and will put up a new sign about alternative beach access. 

Residents suggested that handrails are as important as steps, and that this 

should be considered for the alternative route otherwise this would not provide 

easy access for those with mobility difficulties. 

The Trust is in discussion with Cornwall Council (CC) about the repairing lease to 

the car park – nothing to report (formally) yet.  There was discussion about 

repainting of white lines, and who would pay – residents hoped that this would 

not come from CCT funds. 

A beach clean will take place on 29th April in partnership with ‘Surfers Against 

Sewage’, residents were invited to come along. 

It was noted that dialogue between CC and NT has been improved through the 

actions of the CCT. However, the CC needs to clear certain areas of the footpath 

traditionally cleared on a voluntary basis by NT staff. 

iv) Verbal report on the last St Levan Parish Council (PC) meeting – by Peter 

Ryder at the invitation of the Chair of the PC. 

There was nothing to report from the CCT to the PC due to the absence of key 

staff. The car park toilet gates are not working again and internal mechanisms 

need inspecting. One Councillor is resigning but there is no clarity yet about the 

election of co-option process. PR noted that he felt there were not many 

conclusions drawn or action points agreed at the PC meeting. 

The Chair of the PC (Andrea Semmens) had written to PKRA in response to a 

query about Derek Thomas’s (Member of Parliament) interest in the ‘top 3’ 

issues raised by the Parish Survey (not on the agenda at the PC meeting). 

Residents are keen to make sure that traffic issues and pedestrian safety in the 

area are noted by the PC.  Action – committee to make sure that the evidence 

from the CCT and the external consultants’ reports are mentioned to the MP. 

Minutes of this Parish Council meeting will not be publicly available until after 

the 17th May as the next meeting has been deferred because of the local council 

elections.  

v) Police report – this will not now be included on the PKRA agenda unless 

required but residents can see reported crimes on the police  website here  
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https://www.police.uk/devon-and-cornwall/CIOS.4012/crime/ and this link will also be 

put on the PKRA website. Action: LC 

 

6. Review of PKRA constitution - please see link on the website 

https://www.pkrassoc.org.uk/about_us . LC explained that there were four main 

areas to consider at our next meeting: our objectives, subscriptions/donations, 

committee roles, and the election process. Action – residents were asked to 

consider these and let the Committee know of any suggested amendments 

or views, ideally before the next meeting. 

 

7. Social events for 2017-18 - The committee is looking for ideas from residents, 

and to co-opt a social events organiser.  Several suggestions were put forward 

including a ‘safari supper’ or a drop-in garden tea party.  

 

8. AOB –a) – a resident had written to note that the spotlights at Raftra Farm were 

again causing disruption to the night sky and to sleep. This had improved last 

time it was brought to the attention of the farm via the Parish Council – action, 

LC.  

b) A resident asked whether the issue of a provision of a bus shelter in the car park 

had been progressed. LC would ensure this was taken up by the Committee with 

the Parish Council – action: LC 

 

NB The date of the next ordinary meeting is Thursday July 13th.   

 

https://www.pkrassoc.org.uk/about_us

