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MINUTES OF THE PORTHCURNO RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION (PKRA) MEETING ON WEDNESDAY 10 

OCTOBER 2018 AT 7.30PM AT THE CLORE LEARNING SPACE, TELEGRAPH MUSEUM, PORTHCURNO 

Chair: Sue Wear (Interim Chair) 
Note-taker: Linda Rudge (LR) 
Other committee members in attendance: Louise Court (LC), Secretary, Miranda Penhaligon, 
Membership Secretary (MP) 
 
1.  WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS 

 
1.1 SW welcomed everyone to the meeting. She introduced Susan Kersley (SK) who had agreed 

to be co-opted onto the Committee in a non-executive role at present, subject to formal 

ratification at the AGM. 

2.  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE AND CONFIRMATION OF QUORATE 
 
 Both LC and SW had received apologies from several members, exact numbers to be con-

firmed. * Apologies also received from Spencer Green, Committee member, and invited ex-
ternal partners/organisations Julia Twomlow (Museum Director), Helen Hawkins (District 
Councillor), and Andrea Semmens (Chair St Levan Parish Council). LC confirmed that the 
meeting was quorate. 

 
 (* 10 apologies received) 
 

3. AGREEMENT OF MINUTES FROM JULY 2018 MEETING  

 Draft had previously been circulated and was agreed. Referring to the PKRA committee 

meeting notes that had also been circulated, it was noted that LR would no longer be able to 

attend the December PC. 

4. MATTERS ARISING 
 
4.1 Vodaphone discount for Porthcurno residents – LC said that Vodafone has advised that the 

10% discount to residents for new contracts can be obtained by visiting the Penzance Voda-
fone store. She will send out more details shortly. Action: LC 

 
4.2 Defibrillator training – LC was pleased to announce that this had been arranged for November 

at the Clore Centre 7-9pm**. The training would be free and run by Bern Sanger who had 
previously ran sessions in St Levan in 2017, and as preferred by members, would be certifi-
cated. Booking would be on a first come first served basis and there were only 20 spaces. An 
e-mail to follow with more details from LC. Action: LC 

 (** date confirmed after meeting as Monday 12 November) 
 
5.  UPDATES FROM EXTERNAL ORGANISATIONS AND PARTNERS 
 
5.1 Minack Theatre  
 
5.1.1 Zoe Curnow (ZC), Minack General Manager, reported that both performance and daytime 

visitor numbers were slightly down on last year. This was welcome in some ways, but she 

also speculated with attendees on the possible reasons for this.  Exact figures will be 

available at the end of the year in their annual report.  She reported that there will be no 

significant changes to the programme model next year, with the Minack Theatre group 
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Easter production being ‘Secret Garden’. Much education work is being done with schools 

and the Minack Academy programme is underway across West Penwith area with schools. 

Visiting companies appreciated the new dressing room facilities which was completed in 

time for the season, and she offered to arrange a tour for PKRA members. No major new 

building or other projects are currently planned, expect for usual for winter season except 

maintenance.  

5.1.2 Residents asked if ZC had figures for the number of days the car park in the field was 

opened. ZC said she did not have this but would provide details, although they did not count 

the actual number of vehicles. General discussion followed about the increased traffic this 

year, various traffic incidents, and traffic management. ZC said she had been unable to 

organise the training to allow Minack staff to control traffic on public highways (eg. the hill), 

and did not have the staffing resources this year to enable walkie talkie communication 

between the Minack and the beach car park but hoped next year both these actions may 

done. Action: ZC 

5.1.3 She relayed her frustration with Cornwall Council’s lack of response to the Minack’s formal 

application for a change to the brown sign signage at Catchall which would direct visitors via 

Sennen.  ZC said Minack are considering a formal complaint to CC. Residents supported this 

and the Committee might follow up with their own query or complaint, or through CCT. 

Action: SW 

5.1.4 ZC informed residents of the results of the Minack Trophy for best production 2018, and in 

response to a query from a resident confirmed that much of the garden had been damaged 

and many plants lost. It had cost in the region of approx. £80k to restore it. 

 SW thanked ZC for coming and her update. 

5.2 Telegraph Museum  

5.2.1 LC read out an update from JW. JW said she had enjoyed her first summer, and spent the 

first few months learning about the organisation, listening to people and seeing what is 

emerging. The parking has been an obvious issue and she said the Museum is doing its best 

to address that for next year. She has had meetings with both the National Trust and 

Cornwall Council and is waiting for responses to the Museum’s proposals about rationalising 

the car parks and bringing the two together. Poldark all went very smoothly from the 

Museum’s perspective and the income from their hire has enabled her to extend the free 

parking period this year and bring it forward a month. 

5.2.2 LC then read out a statement from Terry Goss, PK Trust trustee, attached to these minutes, 

relating the PK Trust’s position on the land on which the new agricultural access adjacent to 

Rose Cottage, opposite No.19 and 20 in the Valley is planned. A resident confirmed that 

there had been errors in the application as they themselves had been directly affected by 

the wrong properties identified as being in the location of the application. 

5.3 National Trust  

5.3.1 Simon Hocking reported on highlights of recent work, including coppicing, environmental 

management, bridlepath maintenance from Trendrennen, and the beach access. In relation 

to the latter he said that handrails are being proposed for next year on the alternative beach 

route. A resident said that it was very difficult to understand why the steps had been closed 

in the first place, especially now they have been re-opened but there is no difference in 
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them to the summer. SH said that NT and RNLI have evidence that the alternative route has 

reduced accidents, and that the steps have been re-opened as the footfall is now 

considerably less than in the summer, when visitor numbers were at a record high. He 

confirmed that the NT has no plans to extend the steps. Members remained unhappy about 

the situation. 

5.3.2 He advised the meeting that the Poldark film crew would be returning (mainly to film in 

Penberth) in November for one day.  

5.3.3 The NT has planned WWI commemoration events for 11th November in Porthcurno as part 

of Danny Boyle’s initiative “Pages of the Sea”  https://www.pagesofthesea.org.uk/ and will 

be lighting the beacon on Chapel Carn Brea at 7pm that evening.  

5.3.4 SW thanked SH for coming and his update. 

5.4  Parish Council 

5.4.1 SW reported from the last PC meeting that she had attended.  The PC had given 6 months’ 

notice to Cornwall Council (CC) to close the public toilets as they were not financially viable. 

There was considerable disappointment about this. Toilets would close at the end of 

October. 

5.4.2 There was a discussion about residents’ experiences of the Neighbourhood Development 

Plan meeting in September, which was positive, but the PC are now running another 

meeting as there was some feedback about poor publicity and misunderstanding about the 

purpose of the meeting. Date unknown. 

5.4.3 The PC had discussed the sudden closure of the bridleway from the Valley to Rospletha and 

various residents at the meeting reported concerns about this. LC reported that she had 

spoken to Cormac who had done this under an emergency order for H&S reasons due to the 

state of the path after a routine inspection, and it was likely the current period would be 

extended. SW confirmed that the PC had information that it would be extended until the 

end of April 2019. One resident pointed out that the notice on the fencing does not mention 

access by pedestrians, so asked whether it could still be used.   

5.4.4 Residents were concerned and annoyed, and it was agreed the PKRA would write to Cormac 

seeking clarifications, and request a diversionary notice for walkers, and if the closure order 

was applicable to pedestrians. LC will send e-mail link to residents for CC contact to write to 

individually. Action: LC 

5.4.5 SW said that CC have opened a budget page for public scrutiny at 

https://www.cornwall.gov.uk/council-and-democracy/council-spending-budgets-and-

information/.  

6. COASTAL COMMUNITY TEAM (CCT)  

6.1 SW said that much of her update had been covered above, but in addition: 

6.2 The issue of refuse collection, or rather lack of it, from the beach car park remained a source 

of concern with conflicting messages about whose responsibility this was, ie. Council or 

National Trust, but the situation remained unsatisfactory given the large number of visitors 

and rubbish that accumulated. 

https://www.pagesofthesea.org.uk/
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6.3 Extension of double yellow lines – there had been no progress by the Council on the Traffic 

Road Order (TRO) that had been submitted, but it was hoped it might be approved in 

November.  

6.4 CCT Priorites  - SW thanked people for their responses to the PKRA survey asking people for 

their views, and reminded attendees of the results and that these at present were broadly  

in line with those of the CCT. 

6.5 There was to be a meeting between First Bus and CCT in October to try and improve 

services. Residents asked again about the provision of a bus shelter being a priority, and the 

poor state of the bus turning point, owned by the PK Trust, was discussed. ZC said the 

Minack had also been in contact with First Buses, especially regarding the timing of services 

being improved so that they did not cause hold-ups, but this was limited as apparently there 

was no or limited radio contact between buses or the controller.  

6.6 There was also a key meeting between the NT, Museum and CC in October to discuss the car 

parks.  

6.7 She said the next CCT meeting was on 26th October. In response to a query from a resident 

she confirmed that each CCT meeting approved the minutes of the last meeting, and these 

were then available on request from the PKRA Secretary as had already been agreed at a 

previous PKRA meeting. 

7. PLANNING APPLICATIONS 

7.1 LC said that currently the Committee made judgments on which applications were apricate 

either to ignore, bring to residents’ attention, or to actively seek views from members with a 

view to forming a collective or majority view to enable PKRA to formally comments on the 

application). The Committee were happy to continue to do this, but only with member 

agreement, or to undertake other action/do nothing. All present agreed the current system 

was fine, and that the rationale/remit for making those decisions should continue to be 

based on PKRA objectives and the CCT action plan (e.g. if the application affected the 

community, the environment, was related to traffic, etc) 

8. SOCIAL EVENTS 
 
8.1 SW said the two events this year had been very well received. Sadly, the committee had run 

out of time and resources to do a 10 year anniversary event this autumn, but put forward 
the following as planned for the next 12 months 

• Quiz evening 

• another ramble 

• Possible part II of the St Levan church graveyard tour? 

• Guided tour of St Levan church  

• Play reading 

• the tour of the Minack dressing rooms as offered by ZC earlier. 
 
8.2 More details to follow once dates had been firmed up. Action: Committee 
 
8.3 It was agreed that greater co-operation and liaison with the Friends of St Levan church and 

the church could only benefit the community. 
  
9. ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
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9.1   Running group – Sam Coates said that she had set a very informal group to do regular but 

informal running, but with a view to hopefully entering next year’s St Levan’s 10k in August. 
There were currently four members, but she’d love more. She was very happy for people to 
contact her directly. LC to send out her contact details. Action: LC 

 
9.2 Social media - LC and SK had met to discuss the promotion of our Facebook group. SK said 

that it was easy to join and could be a valuable tool to share views, events and incidents of 

interest to members. She suggested people click on the link on the website, ask LC, or just 

search for us on Facebook. LC said we would love to get 50% of members in the group and 

would circulate details to members. Action: LC 

 LC also announced that PKRA now have a Twitter account @ourporthcurno that she was 

currently responsible for. She urged people to follow us as this would give the PKRA a better 

voice when events happened, e.g. the media coverage in the summer about traffic, and 

improve communications. Both she and SK said however not to expect too much as it was a 

learning curve for both them and the Committee! 

9.3 Dark Skies status for West Cornwall? -  Helen Hawkins had asked LC to let residents know 

that she was interested in getting West Cornwall Dark Skies status (also see 

https://www.nightblight.cpre.org.uk/.  Any resident interested in the initiative, helping her, 

or knowing more should contact her at helen.hawkins@cornwallcouncillors.org.uk.  

9.4 Affordable Housing survey – a resident brought up the Cornwall Council questionnaire that 

had been posted through doors in Porthcurno. It was agreed to encourage all residents to 

complete it, but attendees wondered why another survey was being conducted after the 

one done by Derek Thomas MP for the Parish Council. It was very frustrating, especially as 

residents did not know the results of the previous survey or its status.  

 10. DATE OF NEXT MEETING – AGM confirmed as 27 November at 7.30pm. SW made a plea to 

members to stand for the Committee. All/any roles need fresh faces, but especially Chair 

and Treasurer.  

Thanks were offered to the Committee and to the Museum for hosting. Meeting closed at approx. 

2115hrs. 

 

  

http://darksky.org/our-work/idsp/parks/
https://www.nightblight.cpre.org.uk/
mailto:helen.hawkins@cornwallcouncillors.org.uk
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Statement for the PKRA from Terry Goss, the Chair of PK Trust property subgroup: 
  
“As many of you will know, The Trust has been approached by a local farming landowner to 
grant access across a strip of land next to Rose Cottage. This is with a view to creating a 
new Agricultural access to fields to the West of the Valley. We have also received represen-
tations from two residents with properties close to the proposed access and from the Resi-
dents’ Association itself raising concerns around this proposal which we are taking very seri-
ously.  
  
It appears that the procedures normally used in the planning process may not have been 
correctly followed by Cornwall Council and this may have denied residents the opportunity to 
raise concerns at the outset over this application. In consequence The Trust is taking the 
matter up at a senior level in the planning department. We believe that the correct forum for 
raising objections must be in the planning process rather than The Trust becoming the de-
fault backstop. 
  
Should this eventually progress to some form of consent to use our land being granted we 
can assure residents that it will be done in a way which takes their concerns into account 
and leaves The Trust in a position to remove this consent should circumstances change. We 
hope you will understand that we cannot be more specific at this stage but please be as-
sured that your concerns are being taken very seriously.” 

 

October 2018 


