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MINUTES OF THE PORTHCURNO RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION MEETING 
Thursday July 2017, 7:30pm, Clore Learning Centre, Porthcurno Telegraph Museum 
 
1.  Welcome and Introductions 
 
1.1 Peter Ryder (PR) welcomed the new County Councillor for St Buryan Ward, Councillor Helen 

Hawkins and all other attendees. Committee members present: Peter Ryder (Chair), John 
Wheeler (Chair, Porthcurno Coastal Community Team (CCT) and co-opted committee 
member of PKRA), Louise Court (Vice-Chair), Sue Wear (Treasurer) and Miranda Penhaligon 
(Membership Secretary and note-taker for this meeting). He thanked the Porthcurno 
Telegraph Museum for allowing the PKRA to use the museum building.  

  
2. Apologies for Absence 
 
2.1 Apologies had been received from Andrea Semmens (Leader, Parish Council), Tim Cooke 

(Director, Porthcurno Telegraph Museum), Zoe Curnow (Director, Minack Theatre) Simon 
Hocking (National Trust), James Hardy (County Council) and Linda Rudge (PKRA secretary). 
There were 10 apologies for absence from Residents.  

 
3. Minutes of the last meeting, 12 April 2017 
 
3.1 The minutes were accepted without modification. 
 
4. Matters arising from the minutes 
 
4.1 Speed Check in the valley - This had been expected shortly after the April PKRA meeting, but 

it was thought that the survey had yet to take place.  James Hardy (Cornwall Council, CC CCT 
co-ordinator) and Mike Peters (CC Highways) are meeting next Monday.  JW will find out 
when the check will be carried out.  This speed check was in addition to that done last 
August. 

 
4.2 Car Park - Action is still outstanding for the NT to provide details of their PK car park lease to 

Cornwall Council, in particular detailing responsibility for keeping the car park in good repair.  
The white lines have been re-painted, but repairs to the surface of the car park do not 
appear to have been done. It was hoped Simon Hocking would be able to give an update on 
this at the next meeting. 

 
4.3 Issues for St Levan - Action still outstanding for the PKRA to give the Parish Council the ‘Three 

Top Issues for St Levan Parish’ as requested by Derek Thomas MP.  Averil Miles-Thomas 
(Parish Councillor and PKRA member) stated that the neighbourhood plan survey data was 
still being collated and this would inform the PC response. 
 

4.4 Porthcurno Car Park toilets.  Following the parish council meeting 10 July, Helen Hawkins 
(HH) has a call scheduled for next Monday within the CC to discuss PK toilets.  An attendee 
reminded us that the NT, at a recent PKRA meeting, had stated they were looking into 
maintenance of public toilets at PK and at other sites on NT land. Further discussion on PK 
toilets is included in section 5.1.3 below. 

 
4.5  Spotlight nuisance from Raftra Farm.  A resident had complained about light from the farm. 

This was still to be followed up by PKRA with the resident concerned although it was 
suggested that the problem may have been resolved. Action: PKRA Committee. 
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4.6 Bus shelter at PK carpark.  A resident had raised this some time ago. A PKRA committee 
member had raised this again at the Parish Council meeting in July 2017. This is now being 
followed up by the Parish Council in the context of the CCT, and the Museum, on whose land 
the bus stop is situated.  
 

5. Reports 
 

5.1 Parish Council 
As Andrea Semmens was unable to attend, Miranda Penhaligon, present at the PC meeting, 
reported back.  
 

5.1.1 New Councillor - Mention was made of the recently elected parish councillor, Claire Batten. 
 
5.1.2 Pavement and public footpath maintenance - there had been reports of overgrown 

footpaths and the pavement from Porthcurno to the T-junction at Trethewey. Action: HH to 
be shown pavement, and request action on pavement clearance, as residents with child 
buggies used the road due to overgrowth of vegetation. 

 
5.1.3 PK car park toilet - The PC discussed a number of possible solutions to ensure that future 

cost of maintaining the toilets was covered. These included:  
 

• Request to companies (Minack, Museum, Café, CC and B&B/ owners of self-catering 
properties) to sponsor these toilets, since their customers used them. 

• Ensure all were aware of the costs needed to keep these toilets open. 

• Increase the charge from 20p (not thought viable). 

• Employing an attendant to ensure payment and reduce vandalism. 

• Local area fund-raising events. 

• Charging £1 during the winter months for use of the car park.  Monies raised to go 
towards upkeep of the car park, not to general CC funds. 

• Get CC to fund these toilets as they can be considered as part of the car park.  This had 
apparently happened in one car park elsewhere in Cornwall. 

• Reduce to having just one toilet open, operated by a coin-lock that would be fit for 
purpose (not thought practicable during summer season). 

• Give car park back to the CC. 
 
Action: HH agreed to follow up on this issue within CC. 
 

5.1.4 A resident stated that it seemed unsupportable that the CC should charge what it does for 
use of the car park, but not provide for the public toilet, in an AONB close to a well-used 
beach. All agreed. 
 

5.2 Minack Theatre  
 
5.2.1 A report (attached to these minutes) had been provided by Zoe Curnow and was read in her 

absence by PR. A number of points mainly relating to traffic issues and its consequences 
were raised by attendees. 

 
5.2.2 The report mentioned that as a resident had suggested at a previous PKRA meeting that 

Minack should purchase the sports field and use it to ease congestion, residents would be 
supportive of the Minack in a planning application required for this change of use to 
seasonal parking, and might write a letter to this effect. It was agreed that the PKRA could 
not take a position on the planning application until the draft application had been reviewed.  
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HH and Averil Miles-Thomas reminded the meeting that the planning application would also 
be reviewed by the CC and PC.   

 
5.2.3 There followed a discussion on the continuing negative influence of Minack on traffic 

problems in the valley and Trendrennen area.  It was agreed that the CCT was the correct 
conduit currently to address such issues, but feelings among many residents ran high. It was 
generally felt that the problems were worse this year already - several examples were given 
of recent problems - and insufficient progress was being made. Some felt that the Minack 
were not in any way interested in the community and residents, others felt that the Minack 
were listening and did have residents’ interests at heart. The issues of safety for pedestrians 
was also raised again. A question was raised about the number and timing of performances, 
the former seeming to have increased.  
Action: HH agreed to check particulars of the Minack performance licence. 
 

5.2.4 Members noted that certain conditions (Section 106 Agreement) could be placed on a 
planning application. e.g. infrastructure requirements. One simple idea proposed by an 
attendee was that a ‘STOP’ sign coming from Minack to the St Levan road would stop Minack 
traffic entering the road without heed to traffic continuing straight on. Other suggestions 
included signage to stop vehicles over a certain weight or length up the hills, or coaches 
could be fitted with devices allowing/disallowing entrance into the valley (as apparently 
available in London).   A resident reminded attendees that it was not just vehicular traffic 
that had to be considered, but cyclists and pedestrians too.  
 

5.2.5 Attendees raised again their concern about access to the valley for emergency vehicles, 
especially the fire services.  However, residents did understand that Minack were making 
some efforts to assist valley traffic and, JW said that, through the CCT, they were very aware 
of the feelings of residents.   

 
5.2.6 A resident raised the question of Minack discussing expansion plans with PKRA at the 

planning stage – had this ever been done? It was felt that earlier involvement with residents 
might mitigated some of concerns and questions, and the negativity that some feel. A 
resident asked how Minack Trustees were appointed and wondered whether there was 
scope for further integration here. It was suggested that PKRA Committee should follow this 
up.  
 

5.2.7 Although ZC’s update said that the Minack had not bought the Cable Station pub or Mercury 
House, discussion continued on the possibility, brought up many times before, of making 
this, or other venue, some sort of central community area with shop, for which there was 
general support. 
 

5.3 Telegraph Museum 
 
5.3.1 A report had been provided by Tim Cooke (TC)and read in his absence by PR.    
 
5.3.2 TC confirmed that the transfer of the PK Trust Sports Field to Minack went ahead, and that 

this transaction had been carried out in full compliance with charity law guidance. He 
reported it was something that was carefully considered and judged to be in the best overall 
interests of both organisations and of course will now feature as part of Minack's traffic 
management plan. 

 
5.3.3 Of particular interest was the good news from the Arts Council about funding recently 

awarded; available at http://telegraphmuseum.org/news/2017/06/28/telegraph-museum-

http://telegraphmuseum.org/news/2017/06/28/telegraph-museum-share-new-major-funding-award-cornish-museums-arts-council-england/
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share-new-major-funding-award-cornish-museums-arts-council-england/.  TC reported this 
was a real vote of confidence in the Museum's future.  

 
5.3.4 An attendee mentioned that no planning permission has ever been granted for the sports 

field, and they thought this was a covenant in place to prevent this. It was suggested that the 
PKRA seek to establish what conditions or covenants were in place now since the sale. 
Action: PKRA Committee 
 

5.4 National Trust (NT) 
 

5.4.1 A report was provided by Simon Hocking and read by PR in his absence.  Report attached to 
these minutes. There was discussion on the state of the steps leading to the beach. The sand 
is being pushed down the beach such that there is again a large gap between the last step 
and the sand.  PR reminded attendees of SH’s report at the last meeting, when he said it was 
NT policy not ‘fight’ natural (sea/wind) erosion, however people using the beach jump and 
push the sand further down the beach. 

 
6. Coastal Community Team 
 
6.1 JW gave an update.  There had been two CCT meetings since the last PKRA meeting and the 

most recent Action Plan had been circulated to residents.  An attendee asked when PKRA 
would receive the ‘Passport to Porthcurno report’.  JW stated this would be available in the 
next few weeks. 

 
6.2 Highways - There is a CC highways meeting next week in the valley, with the new councillor 

responsible, Geoff Brown.  James Hardy is getting costings from Mike Peters (CC) for the 
items in the CCT Action Plan concerning highways.  PR drew member’s attention to Action 
6.1.4. in the Plan concerning ‘further investigation’ on Park & Ride, as several PKRA members 
were convinced this would solve many of the valley’s problems.  Members suggested that 
Highways should put a ban on certain classes of vehicles, e.g. coaches.  

 
6.2 A resident asked what was happening regards the possible ‘Link Road’.  JW said CCT was 

looking into this as well. A discussion around feasibility of manned traffic control top and 
bottom of Maunsell’s Hill might solve that particular problem area; however such persons 
would need to be trained by Highways.  Many thought this would be the quickest and most 
cost-effective solutions to traffic problems on the hill.  JW again reiterated that CCT was the 
conduit to get change in the valley regarding traffic.  If it fails in this regard, then different 
action would be needed. 

 
6.3 Old toilet block - JW said the Cornwall Council were putting this out to tender, and CCT had 

registered interested in this as potential information point.  One resident suggested getting 
good Wi-Fi connectivity in the valley would be more useful for the majority of visitors these 
days. Others suggested a provisions’ shop or arts/crafts shop. More generally most people 
felt that whilst a visitor information centre would be helpful to visitors, providing funding for 
this was not seen as a priority over improvements or developments that would benefit 
residents and the community, and as such would not be welcome. It was noted that the 
current CCT plan did not have any actions specifically for community development. 

 
6.4 CCT membership - JW would like to see appoint another person to the CCT committee and 

asked residents for their views. It was agreed that someone representing small businesses in 
the valley would provide a broader mix to the CCT makeup. Another resident suggested it 
could be someone from the church, or another resident. There were differing views, 

http://telegraphmuseum.org/news/2017/06/28/telegraph-museum-share-new-major-funding-award-cornish-museums-arts-council-england/
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although the small business representative seemed the most popular idea. JW thanked 
residents and said he would take their views back to the CCT. 

 
6.5 A resident asked what progress had been made about the inclusion of someone representing 

the Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty from Natural England, which had been agreed a 
couple of years ago.  JW stated the AONB had been asked to participate but were unable to 
provide a representative at present due to lack of resources.  They would however give 
guidance when requested. 

 
7. PKRA Constitution (see here)  

 
7.1 Time had run out for discussion on this.  Residents were asked to review this for the next 

meeting, as any changes had to be voted in at the AGM.  Members were particularly asked 
to consider funding for the society, e.g. should a membership subscription be levied.  The 
Finance Officer (SW) stated funds were very low. 

   
8. AOB 
  
8.1 PR stated his intention to stand down as Chair.  A new Chair would be needed after the 

AGM.  He said had been in this post for 5 years and felt “new blood” may help the 
association.  He also felt that, living partly up country, he was not always able to push PKRA 
actions at the most appropriate time. SW also indicated her intention to stand down as 
Treasurer at the next AGM.  

 
9.         Next Meeting Dates and Venues 
 
 The next Ordinary Meeting will be held Thursday 12th October. The AGM is scheduled for 

28th November. Timing and venues to be confirmed.  
 

https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/51e422_661572635ee84222b6c38f674140a8e5.pdf

