
 

 

Meeting of the Porthcurno Residents’ Association on March 24th 2016 at the 
Clore Building, Telegraph Museum 

1 & 2 Welcome & Apologies 

14 apologies – John noted details. No representatives present from Parish Council, County Council, 
Police, National Trust or the Museum. Telegraph Museum had provided the venue, and thanks were 
recorded. 

Members introduced themselves – 17– Chair and Secretary included 

3.Minutes of the Last Meeting 

These were agreed. 

4.Matters arising – from previous meeting   

National Trust response about film crews and closures of footpaths. ID/signage would be helpful. 
PKRA had raised the issue and had a reply but could we/they suggest more about the need for ID. NT 
will have the minutes of this meeting. 

Chair’s opening remarks restated the purposes and remit of the PKRA. Not a statutory authority and 
cannot approve or reject public matters. It can act as a collective voice e.g. traffic management 
report. Past (and current) action has led to engagement with statutory authorities and then with 
funding bodies. 

This is important because of the CCT developments. We have a voice and are fortunate in having JW 
as Chair of the CCT. However, this is a separate role to secretary of PKRA. He does represent the 
residents’ views. The CCT is a very new body and is still working out procedures and identity.  The 
CCT has one purpose and aim at heart: to make Porthcurno a better place but it cannot ‘please 
everyone’. Standard rules of conflict of interest apply in proceedings. Resident commented that this 
is a community fund not a business fund and residents (all those staying overnight, including visitors, 
overnight) need to be fully represented. 

Item 5 – Reports 

5.1. from Coastal Community Team – 3 sets of notes had been circulated from 3 meetings. Two 
contracts has been awarded. Two consultancies – one dealing with access and signage and the other 
with communications and media.  Next CTC meeting next week. Traffic management (including 
safety of pedestrians) is of prime importance. Museum initiative on ‘tales and trails’ already 
underway. Request to slow up process not possible. New National Trust sign up also at the entrance 
to the beach. CTC will talk about this next week. Thanks to JW from other member of CCT. Question 
from resident about the Porthcurno Business Partnership - does it still exist? Yes but not operational. 
‘Passport to Porthcurno’ project is therefore already being pre-empted by key members of the CTC. 
PBP sign (old route map with adverts) might be taken away?) PBP is all the businesses as far as the 
church. 

Footpath to Minack question – why is it not finished for this season? The Minack Theatre (main 
financial investor) did not want to pre-empt the outcome of the consultancy report from CCT.  One 
property owner (p/t resident) commented on this as the land closest to proposed path and its 
layout. Some discussion took place about whether the delay was through miscommunication and a 
delayed reply from the National Trust. 



 

 

Several residents expressed concern about handing contracts to consultants and the potential delays 
in awaiting reports and recommendations at a cost of £7500 from the grant.  One resident noted 
that the brief has to be tight if pedestrian safety is to be high on the agenda. What is the precise 
brief given to consultants based on previous PKRA traffic plan – what happens if the consultants’ 
interpretation of the brief is unsatisfactory to members (or a member) of the CTC? CTC will discuss 
these matters at the next meeting. 

Further comments were made about the traffic management issues. Usually any outcome from such 
a consultation is designed to address the flow of traffic. Increase in traffic over last 30 years in 
Porthcurno and the building of car parks may have made the problem worse. CTC might be advised 
to consider what other visitor ‘hotspots’ do in Cornwall. Controlling the car parking may be key to 
traffic management? Businesses in the valley (especially the Museum?) are keen to increase the 
amount of cars/visitors. 

The Chair remarked that at least the funding was allowing some movement in these long-standing 
issues and that we need more time to allow consultancy to start and to report. Statutory bodies are 
now involved in direct partnerships through the CTC. 

Report from the Minack 

The theatre is not actively trying to increase numbers but they are putting on more and different 
types of events over a longer period of time. Youth theatre – most participants live west of 
Penzance. Day visitors mean that there is no need for theatre and arts subsidies, and while this adds 
to traffic the numbers also bring benefits to businesses. 

No reports from Museum or PC or Police or National Trust 

NB we would welcome attendance by new CEO from the museum and from NT/Police especially as 
they are also representatives from CCT.  

The residents noted the suitability of the venue for social events and for meetings and hoped that it 
will be increasingly used in this way for local community groups. (This was a funding requirement for 
the museum’s expansion and new building?) 

No immediate suggestions for social events but residents agreed to contact Louise with ideas and 
reactions to the former suggestion of a ‘Supper Safari’ in the autumn. 

AOB  

(a) Mobile masts - no further information. This matter might be taken up again with the museum 
(Vodaphone link) via the CTC? 

(b) Four large floodlights at a new barn on the hill are said by several residents to be disturbing 
sleep to the point of installation of blackout blinds, the public enjoyment of AONB and 
footpaths, and that the light was affecting wildlife patterns. While this could be taken up 
through neighbourly discussions and statutory routes, residents hoped the CTC might note this 
new issue. It was pointed out that planning permissions could be examined to see what was 
granted in terms of night time lighting. 

(c) Updates to website – Louise was thanked for these. 
(d) Superfast Broadband – Chair provided this link to the contact that helped him in September 

2014 – may no longer be current: 

Richard Hutchinson, Project Officer, Superfast, Cornwall, Cornwall Development Company. 



 

 

Tel 01209 311104: Email: richard@superfastcornwall.org  Website: www.superfastcornwall.org  

(e) Bus stop shelter – mentioned at PC - we will ask for an update from the PC. We also need an 
answer to our enquiry about hedge cutting (private dwellings/front gardens) to improve 
sightlines and safety. 

(f) County Councillor representation was discussed (elections in May).  Invitation is being sent to 
the new MP to attend next meeting.  

(g) DATE of next meeting  - decided on 16th June, subject to ratification – LR will not be present so a 
new note-taker will be required. 

Thanks to John for work on CCT noted through the Chair. 

Meeting closed at 9pm. 
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