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MINUTES OF THE PORTHCURNO RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION MEETING
Friday 05 June 2015, 7:30pm, Clore Learning Centre, Porthcurno Telegraph Museum

Invited Attendees: Rowena Swallow and Diane Spiers   (Porthcurno Telegraph Museum), 
Anne Curnow (Minack Theatre) and Lindsey Butterfield (National Trust).
Committee members present: Peter Ryder (Chair), John Wheeler (Secretary), Louise Court 
(Vice-Chair), Sue Wear (Treasurer) and Miranda Penhaligon (Membership Secretary and 
note-taker for this meeting).

1. Welcome and Introductions

1.1 Peter Ryder (PR) welcomed everyone to the meeting and thanked Rowena 
Swallow for allowing the PKRA to use the museum building. 

 
2. Apologies for Absence

2.1 There were 17 apologies for absence. 

3. Minutes of the last meeting, 18 September 2014

3.1 The minutes were accepted without modification.

4. Matters arising from the minutes

4.1 Traffic Issue update.  The PKRA have been in regular contact with Cornwall Council 
(CC) and the request for funding (for a Transport Management Plan for the valley) 
remains under consideration.  A decision on this was initially expected spring 2015 
but is still awaited.  The PKRA will remain in contact with the CC.

4.2 Issues outstanding with Councillor Maddern.  Peter Ryder (PR) gave an update on 
Councillor Maddern and the PKRA wish him well.  James Harding (Community 
Network Manager Cornwall Council) is standing in for Cll Maddern for the 
moment.

4.3 Car Park.  Some of the worst pot holes have been filled in recently.  No re-painting 
of the car park white lines has been carried out yet.  Jeff Preast (toilet 
maintenance for the parish council) had mentioned a potential safety issue in that 
that some users of the car park were confused as to which opening was the 
entrance/exit.  PR will bring this up at the next Parish Council (PC) meeting (08 
June) .

4.4 Porthcurno Car Park toilets.  This was to have been discussed by the PK Valley 
Partnership.  £3,000 has been provided (as mentioned at recent Parish Council 
meeting). RS stated that the Museum maintenance team could add these toilets to 
their work schedule, administered by the museum if this would help.  The ongoing 
problem of funding Porthcurno toilets is likely to be taken up in   the Coastal 
Community project (see 5.1 below).
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4.5 PKRA Social.  This took place after AGM business on 20th February at the Minack 
Café and was enjoyed by all.  A raffle in aide of the Cricket Pavilion defibrillator 
raised £38.50. The defibrillator is now in place attached to the Sports Pavilion 
Trethewey.  JW and MP attended training on its use.  Anne Curnow offered to do 
informal defibrillator training/refresher course should this be of interest to 
members.  RS offered the Clore learning centre as a venue for this.  The location of 
this defibrillator and others locally (Minack and potentially the Museum) will be 
added to the PKRA website.

4.6 PR requested an update on PKRA finances from the Treasurer. Funds stand at 
£88.18.  It was decided that some fundraising should be done to increase funds, 
and also that donations for tea/coffee during the meeting should be requested.  
Advertising by local businesses on the PKRA website might also generate some 
monies. Members agreed to continue the current practise of no subscription for 
PKRA membership.

5 Reports

5.1 County Council.  Coastal Community Fund.  The Parish Council has agreed that 
Porthcurno should form a Coastal Community Team. This could lead to significant 
funding for PK businesses and the community. More details on the scheme can be 
found at: https://www.biglotteryfund.org.uk/ccf. James Harding is supporting our 
bid at a national level. Currently only 12 areas nationally have been put forward 
for this fund. James needs to submit our proposal by the end of June.  He will be 
leading a meeting for residents at the Museum’s Clore Learning Centre at 6pm on 
Tuesday 16 June where he will explain how the bid process and scheme will work 
and get our views. John Wheeler (JW) to e-mail PKRA members to alert them to 
this meeting.  If the bid is successful, the team would have £10,000 immediately, 
to spend on delivering the identified priorities.  Further proposals for more funding 
can also be made.  The Team will be made up of an individual representing each of 
the Parish Council, National Trust, Minack, Museum and the PKRA.  Currently the 
major issue facing Porthcurno valley is funding to keep the car park toilets open.

5.2 Parish Council.  The PC was not represented. However, one or two officers of the 
PKRA attend PC meetings most months.  Minutes of PC meetings are on the PKRA 
website. 

5.3 Minack Theatre – Anne Curnow.  The theatre is again doing well to date this year.  
In addition, the theatre has had over 500 local school children attending 
workshops aimed at introducing children to theatre.  The Minack intend to replace 
the back-stage path and possibly re-surface the stage.  Plans for 2016 shows 
should be similar to 2015, however with Easter falling early next year, the 
possibility of shows at that time is still being considered.  Anne stated that the 
Minack would assist where possible with the PK toilet situation and road traffic 
problems (see section 5.6.1).

https://www.biglotteryfund.org.uk/ccf
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5.4 Telegraph Museum – Rowena Swallow.

5.4.1 Temporarily the Management Team (6 staff) are running the Museum on behalf of 
the Trustees.  RS stressed that business should be ‘as usual’.  Mercury House is 
under review at the moment and the Museum would like to know views from 
residents about Mercury House, or any broader matters, including the relationship 
with the local community.  This should be done as soon as possible (next Trustee 
meeting 9th June) via Rowena or Diane (rowena.swallow@telegraphmuseum.org ; 
diane.spiers@telegrapmuseum.org) and they will ensure views are passed on to all 
Trustees. They are also happy if any resident wanted to contact them directly by 
phone or email to discuss anything or have questions answered. If 9th June was 
too early, they stressed they would pass information on to the Trustees but 
residents should not to leave it too long after that date. The next Trustees meeting 
is in September. Rowena stressed that residents can also write to any of the 
Trustees or Chair of Trustees directly. The PKRA committee will write a letter to 
Trustees feeding back their views and others from those PKRA members at the 
meeting. A question was raised about potential sell-off of other buildings/land 
(specifically the Sports Field) owned by the Museum.  Rowena stated that these 
are all considered part of the ‘collection’.

5.4.2 Diane discussed the Museum’s wish to consult with the local community.  For 
example extension of the ‘Ideas Café’ initiative and use by the community of some 
of the Museum’s facilities.  She handed out a questionnaire to assist this process.  
It was requested that the questionnaire be made available electronically for ease 
of completion. In addition, further paper copies can be obtained from the 
Museum.

5.5 Police Report – no representative.  No crime was reported at the May PC meeting.

5.6 National Trust (NT) – Lindsey Butterfield.  

5.6.1 New Footpath.  NT have been working closely with the Minack Theatre to provide 
a footpath from the valley car park (using the current path down towards the 
beach and then off right) directly to the theatre (exiting at the current footpath, 
just outside the big house, thereby avoiding Maunsell’s Hill).  This footpath will 
zigzag with steps and rails where necessary, so that it can be used by the 
pedestrians currently using the road.  Contractors will do some scrub clearance in 
the area to show the most practicable route for the path, and then residents will 
be able to see this plan before finalisation.  Any construction will use materials 
sympathetic with the area (no plastic).  The land belongs to NT and also the Ellis’s 
(they are in agreement with this proposal).  This work is to be funded by the 
MInack Theatre.  The path will require clear signage and also coach drivers will 
need to be informed of this new route.

mailto:rowena.swallow@telegraphmuseum.org
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5.6.2 Beach steps Porthcurno.  There have been two instances this year of people falling 
as they step from the last ‘step’ onto the sand.  Due to this Health & Safety issue, 
NT will probably put in another step (concrete) complete with rail.  The beach sand 
can either cover these bottom steps or leave them set some distance above the 
beach, depending on sand movement during the winter.  NT will try and keep the 
alterations as natural as is possible.

5.6.3 New signage.  NT are erecting new style ‘Explore’ signage, giving information on 
the area.  NT are doing this in a number of hot spots in the UK.  Sign information is 
being sent to the Museum to check accuracy.  A copy will also be sent to the 
MInack and PKRA.  There was concern over the many signs in the area.  The old 
style sign (paid for by a number of businesses in the valley) will stay for the time 
being.  The sign at the top of the cliff, near the Minack is to stay as is.

6 Environment

6.1 Traffic and toilet issues covered in section 5.

6.2 Japanese Knotweed.  A new stand (or an extension of current plants) had been 
noted opposite 5 The Valley.  Lindsey Butterfield will inform the CC Highways 
department who deal with this (in September, during flowering).

   
7 Website.  See www.pkrassoc.org.

7.1 This has information of interest locally, including clubs and links to other useful 
local websites.  

7.2 The site currently has a ‘This Month’s Photo’ slot – please send entries to Louise.

8. AOB
No items.

9.       Next Meeting Dates and Venues
The next Ordinary Meeting will be held 25th September, 7:30 pm at the Clore 
Learning Centre, Porthcurno Museum.

AGM will be 27th November, 7:30 pm at the Minack Theatre and will include a 
social with buffet.  There will be a charge for the buffet (similar to 2015, amount to 
be advised later).

Ordinary Meeting Friday 4th March 2016 at the Clore Learning Centre

http://www.pkrassoc.org

