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1. MINUTES OF THE PORTHCURNO RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION  MEETING 
Thursday 18 September 2014 at 7:30pm in the Clore Learning Centre, Porthcurno 
Telegraph Museum 
 
Invited Attendees: Cllr. Andrea Semmens, Chair - Parish Council; Cllr Bill Maddern, 
Cornwall County Council; Zoe Curnow (Minack Theatre) and Mark George (Porthcurno 
Telegraph Museum). 
Committee members present: Peter Ryder (Chair), John Wheeler (Secretary), Miranda 
Penhaligon (Membership Secretary and note-take for this meeting) and Sue Wear 
(Treasurer). 
 
1.  Welcome 
 
1.1 Peter Ryder (PR) welcomed everyone to the meeting and thanked Mark George for 

allowing the PKRA to use the museum building.  
  
2. Apologies for Absence 
 
2.1 Included: Jeremy Kewn (Police), Lindsey Butterfield (NT), Louise Court, Susan & 

Jonathan Kersley, Linda & John Rudge, Chris Wiblin, Huw Marshall, Tom & Jane 
Maddern, Mary & George Burton. 

 
3. Minutes of the last meeting, 29 May 
 
3.1 The minutes were accepted and signed by the Chair. 
 
4. Matters arising from the minutes 
 
4.1 Traffic Issue update.  At the last meeting, it was planned to have a meeting 

between the CC and PKRA.  This took place on 29 July. Five members of the CC 
with responsibility for transport and associated areas met with the PKRA, Zoe 
Curnow and John Eastaugh (museum) in the car park and were walked around the 
valley from approximately the old shop up to the Minack turn. Conditions that day 
demonstrated the safety concerns raised in the traffic paper submitted to the CC 
last autumn.  Councillor Biscoe (member for Transport & Waste) suggested making 
use of the opportunity to submit a ‘Request for Funding’ for a Transport 
Management Plan.  This needed to be submitted by 15 August.  Data (Minack 
visitor numbers 2008 – 2013, a sample day’s numbers of pedestrians and cars 
using Maunsell’s Hill (PR thanked Sue and Alan Wear for providing these) and PR’s 
photographs of problem areas (including some traffic ‘incidents’) were supplied to 
the CC for inclusion in the report.  The report is appended to these minutes. 
The request for funding is now under consideration (along with 17 others) and a 
response is expected spring 2015 

4.2 Porthcurno Car Park toilets.  This is covered under # 5.2 
 

 
5. Reports  
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5.1 Councillor Maddern  
5.1.1 Cllr Maddern raised an incidental item concerning the Telegraph museum/CC 
regarding a member of the public having a twisted ankle after alighting from the 
Service bus at the bus turning area.  Mark was not aware that this was Telegraph 
land.  Cllr Maddern to supply highway map to Mark. 
5.1.2 Cllr Maddern clarified that the car park revenue goes to CC whereas any 
toilet revenue goes to the PC.   He will be able to provide a report of the car park 
revenue later in the year. 

5.2 Parish Council - Andrea Semmens, PC Chair 
5.2.1 Trethewey Chapel.  There will be a public meeting concerning the Chapel, 
with Minister Julian Drew and MP Andrew George on Thursday 07 October, 7pm in 
the Cricket Pavilion.  Andrea asked members of the PKRA to support this meeting if 
possible.   
5.2.2 Toilets in Porthcurno car park.  These are currently open and free as the 
paddle gates are broken.  The gates will be mended.  Andrea explained that the 
20p charge is needed to cover cleaning and maintenance.  Next year the PC will 
receive no CC grant for the toilets and this could mean that there are insufficient 
funds to keep the toilets open.  Currently expected year revenue is ~ £3,000.  
Annual cost of keeping the toilets clean is ~ £5,000.  Members of the public are 
unhappy about paying high car park charges and then also having to pay to use the 
toilets.  Cllr Maddern had been made aware of the ongoing consequences by the 
PC.  Cllr Maddern will check the contract between the owners of the car park 
(National Trust) and the CC regarding responsibility for provision of toilets.  
Various other suggestions were made, including copying the Perranuthnoe 
solution of using a ‘donation box’.   PR asked all present to think of potential 
solutions to this problem for Porthcurno, and to see how other villages are tackling 
this.  The importance of tourism to this area was stressed.  The PK Valley 
Partnership is to discuss the toilet issue. 
JW offered help to the PC from the PKRA should this be required. 
5.2.3 Car Park – lack of clear line markings was leading to less efficient parking in 
the car park.  It was not known if this had lead to drivers being issued with parking 
tickets.  One parking attendant was not issuing tickets due to the poor line 
markings.  Cllr Maddern hoped the car park would be re-lined when other parts of 
Porthcurno get re-lined.  The surface of the car park also needs attention.  Cllr 
Maddern was aware of this. 

 
5.3 Minack Theatre – Zoe Curnow.  The theatre had done very well this year, the 

sunny weather helping assure record attendance.  Four weeks before the end of 
the season they had already achieved their attendance goal for the year.  The 
pattern of evening and matinee shows should be the same next year as this year.  
The August story tellings on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays were always full 

5.4 Telegraph Museum - Mark George.   
5.4.1 Update. The Museum traditionally has higher attendance in poor weather.  
This year attendance has been less than hoped.  This was reflected at other 
museums across Cornwall.  The museum is planning ‘Jack Spratt’ events early 
summer and late autumn and lectures (including lunches) were planned every 
other Monday, to start soon.  October half-term ‘kids go free’ is planned.  Cornwall 
Museums Partnership (including Porthcurno Telegraph, Penlee, and Falmouth Art 
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Gallery) has won ~ £1.5 million grant.  However over the next 3 years, there are CC 
budget proposals to cut support to museums, including backing for ‘Visit Cornwall’. 
5.4.2 Clore Learning Centre.  This centre is available to hire for a modest fee (to be 
decided soon).  The Museum needs to cover the cost of staff availability after 
hours.  The PKRA will be able to continue using the centre gratis since a 
representative from the Museum attends these meetings. 
5.4.3 Volunteers are needed to guide visitors through the tunnels. 
 

5.5 Police Report for period 29 May to 17 September included the report of damage to 
an unsecured vehicle in the lay-by above Bodellan and report of theft of items left 
unattended outside a car parked in Porthgwarra. 

 
5.6 National Trust – no report. 
 
6. Environment.  Traffic and toilets covered in sections 4.1 and 5.2.2 respectively. 
 
  
7. Social.  It was agreed that there should be a social event late November/ early 

December similar to that held last year. However the PKRA will not be able to fund 
this.  Information on this will be available later. 

 
 
8. Superfast Broadband in Porthcurno.  A number of members had been connected 
recently and were pleased with the increased speed.  Netgear plugs had been found to 
work well as ‘range extenders’.  Some members had had difficulty in getting BT to agree a 
reasonable date for connection or had even been told it was not possible to connect 
them.  Various solutions had been successful in resolving this and after the meeting PR 
advised that he had found it useful to seek help from Richard Hutchinson, 
(richard@superfastcornwall.org, Tel No. 01209 311104)   
9. Increasing Mobile Phone Coverage .  Information from the PKRA had been 

requested by the PC.  JW to find more information on the ‘Rural Open Shore 
Signal’ (ROSS) initiative.  Currently some members have paid for increased signal 
strength but this is available only with Vodafone. 

 
10. AOB 
 Paul Gillard informed the group of the death of Paul Jackson. He would be greatly 

missed. 
 
11.        Next Meeting Dates and Venues 

AGM – it was agreed to defer the AGM and have this meeting at the start of the 
social event in late November/early December 
The next Ordinary Meeting will be held in the spring of 2015, probably in March, 
when it is hoped that more information on funding for the traffic plan will be 
available. 
 

Attendees included: W.Mutton, Jacqui Ryder, Sheila Hicks, Fred Byott, Doreen Elliott, 
Maurice Elliott Alan Gooch, Sheila Gooch, Liz Trenary, Gordon Mackay, Alan Wear, 
Garnet Hocking, Paul Gillard, Jan Rudge, David Rayfield Pat Rayfield, and Sam 
Coates. Plus Invited Guests and Committee Members as shown first paragraph 


